
MASTERS SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL 

27 May / 2025 /17– NUMBER 

 
171 

THE EMERGENCE OF THE FIRST JADID SCHOOLS IN THE TERRITORIES OF 

KARAKALPAKSTAN AND HISTORICAL CONDITIONS 

 

Quvatbayeva Charos 

3rd year student, History Department Karakalpak State University 

 

Abstract: The emergence of the first Jadid schools in the territories of 

Karakalpakstan marked a significant turning point in the region’s educational and 

cultural development. Arising in the early 20th century, these schools were part of the 

broader Jadidism movement that aimed to modernize Islamic societies within the Russian 

Empire. Faced with the limitations of traditional religious education and the growing 

influence of Russian colonial policies, local reformers in Karakalpakstan began to 

establish "new method" schools that combined religious teachings with secular subjects 

such as mathematics, geography, and the Russian language. Despite resistance from 

conservative elements, Jadid schools became centers of intellectual and national 

awakening. This paper explores the historical conditions that led to the rise of Jadidism in 

Karakalpakstan, its impact on the local population, and its legacy in shaping modern 

educational systems in the region. 

Key Words: Jadidism, Karakalpakstan, Central Asia, educational reform, Russian 

Empire, usul-i jadid, traditional education, modern education, Muslim intellectuals, 

national awakening, Islamic modernism 

 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Muslim communities of Central Asia 

experienced a wave of educational and cultural reform known as Jadidism. Originating 

among Tatar and Uzbek intellectuals, the Jadid movement sought to modernize 

traditional Islamic education by incorporating secular subjects, modern teaching 

methods, and a broader worldview into school curricula. This reform was a response 

to the challenges posed by colonial rule under the Russian Empire, growing socio-

economic stagnation, and the need to prepare younger generations for a rapidly 

changing world. While Jadidism first emerged in regions such as the Volga-Ural area 

and the Fergana Valley, its influence gradually reached the territories of 

Karakalpakstan, a region with its own unique historical, linguistic, and cultural 

identity. Education in Karakalpak society had traditionally been confined to schools 

and madrasas, which focused primarily on religious instruction and memorization of 

the Quran. However, by the early 20th century, a small but growing group of local 

reformers recognized the limitations of this system and began advocating for "usul-i 

jadid" or the "new method" of education.[1] 

The introduction of Jadid schools in Karakalpakstan marked a critical step in the 

region’s modernization. These institutions not only expanded access to secular 

knowledge but also fostered a sense of national consciousness and cultural revival 

among the Karakalpak people. This paper explores the historical context that gave rise 

to these reforms, the role of local intellectuals in spreading Jadidism, and the lasting 
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impact of these early educational efforts on the region’s social and cultural 

development. 

In the second half of the 19th century, Karakalpakstan, along with much of 

Central Asia, was incorporated into the Russian Empire. While Russian colonial 

policies varied across regions, they generally aimed to integrate the local population 

into the empire’s administrative and economic structures. The traditional education 

system—rooted in Islamic values and largely limited to schools (elementary schools) 

and madrasas (higher religious institutions)—remained dominant but began to come 

under increasing scrutiny.[2,34] Karakalpak society at the time was mostly rural, with 

limited access to modern infrastructure, and its educational institutions lagged behind 

those in other parts of Central Asia. The region’s geographical remoteness and 

economic underdevelopment contributed to the slow spread of modern ideas. 

The Jadid movement began in the late 19th century, inspired by reformers such 

as Ismail Gaspirali, a Tatar intellectual who famously advocated for modernization 

through the slogan "Unity in language, thought, and action." Jadids promoted "usul-i 

jadid" (new method) schools, which introduced phonetic teaching of literacy, secular 

subjects (math, history, science), and instruction in native languages and Russian. 

Initially focused in Tatarstan and parts of Uzbekistan, the Jadid movement gradually 

spread to other regions, including Karakalpakstan, due to increased communication, 

trade, and migration. Local intellectuals in Karakalpakstan, influenced by Jadid 

literature and ideas, began to challenge the old system and propose educational 

reforms.[3] 

The first Jadid schools in Karakalpakstan appeared in the early 20th century, 

particularly in more urbanized or trade-connected areas. These schools marked a 

radical shift from traditional religious education. They used printed textbooks, 

blackboards, and modern teaching methods, offering instruction in: 

• Reading and writing (in native language and Russian) 

• Mathematics 

• Geography and history 

• Science and hygiene 

• Moral and civic education 

These schools were usually funded by local reformers, merchants, or community 

organizations and operated semi-independently from state institutions. Despite their 

progressive aims, Jadid schools often faced strong opposition from conservative 

elements of society, particularly the ulama (religious scholars), who viewed them as a 

threat to Islamic values and traditions. In some cases, students or teachers were 

harassed or isolated by their communities. Additionally, the Russian authorities were 

ambivalent—sometimes supporting secular education, sometimes repressing Muslim 

activism. The outbreak of World War I, followed by the Russian Revolution and civil 

unrest, further complicated the expansion of Jadid schools. 
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Following the Bolshevik takeover in the 1920s, the Soviet regime initially aligned 

with Jadid reformers to promote literacy and secular education. However, as Soviet 

ideology solidified, Jadidism was suppressed. Many former Jadids were labeled 

"bourgeois nationalists" or "counter-revolutionaries" and persecuted. 

Despite this, the legacy of the Jadid schools survived in the foundation of the 

Soviet education system in Karakalpakstan, which retained some of their methods and 

secular curriculum. 

The emergence of Jadid schools in Karakalpakstan was a significant development 

in the region’s educational and cultural history. Born out of the broader Jadidism 

movement that swept across Central Asia in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 

these schools represented a deliberate shift from traditional Islamic instruction to a 

more secular, progressive, and inclusive model of education. Although Karakalpakstan 

was slower to adopt these reforms due to its geographical and economic constraints, 

the impact of Jadidism was nonetheless profound. Jadid schools introduced modern 

subjects, teaching methods, and a new spirit of intellectual engagement that challenged 

the stagnation of the old system. Despite facing resistance from conservative religious 

figures and the instability brought by imperial and revolutionary upheavals, the Jadid 

movement in Karakalpakstan managed to lay the foundational stones for the region’s 

future educational development. 

Moreover, the Jadid reformers played an important role in awakening a sense of 

national identity and cultural consciousness among the Karakalpak people. Their 

efforts not only contributed to the modernization of education but also to the broader 

socio-political transformation of the region. Although later suppressed under Soviet 

rule, the legacy of the Jadid schools endured, influencing generations of educators, 

writers, and reformers. In sum, the story of Jadidism in Karakalpakstan is a testament 

to the power of education as a tool for cultural renewal and social progress. It 

highlights how local initiative, informed by wider intellectual currents, can drive 

meaningful change even in the face of significant challenges. 
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