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Abstract: The classification of English consonants plays a fundamental role in
understanding the phonetic and phonological structure of the English language. This
article explores the principles and criteria by which English consonants are categorized,
focusing on their articulation, voicing, and function within syllables. Consonants are
examined through the lens of place of articulation, manner of articulation, and the
presence or absence of vocal fold vibration, which collectively contribute to a detailed
and systematic classification. The study also addresses how this classification aids in
teaching pronunciation, developing phonological awareness, and supporting linguistic
analysis in both native and non-native contexts. By examining various models and
theoretical frameworks, the article highlights the practical implications of consonant
classification in fields such as language acquisition, speech pathology, and computational
linguistics. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of how consonants
function and interact within the phonological system of English.
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AHHOTanusA:Kaaccugpukayus AH2AUTICKUX CO2/1ACHbIX uspaem
0CHOB80NO0/A2AWY0 pO/ab 8 NOHUMAHUU (doHemuueckoll U (oHos102u1eCKOU
CMpyKkmypbul aH2AUliCko2o 53blKa. B amoli cmambe paccmampugaromcss npuHyunsl u
Kpumepuu, N0 KOmMopbIM KAACCUPGUYUPYHOMCS AH2AUUCKUE CO2/1ACHbIE, C YNOPOM HA UX
apmuky/as1yuio, 360HKOCMb U YHKYUI0 8 cao02ax. Co2aacHble usy4armcs 4epe3 npusmy
Mecma apmukyAayuu, cnocoba apmuKyAssyuu U HaAU4usi uau omcymcmaeust subpayuu
20/10C08bIX CB5130K, KOMOpble 8 COBOKYNnHOCMuU cnocobcmayrom nodpo6Hou U
cucmemamuyeckol kaaccugpukayuu. B uccaedosanuu makdce paccmampueaemcsi, Kak
ama Kaaccugukayuss nomozaem 8 O6yYeHUU  NPOU3HOWEHUHK,  pa3eumuu
¢oHoM02UHECKO20 CO3HAHUS U noddepicKe AUH2BUCMUYECKO20 AHAAU3d KAK 8 POOHOM,
mak u 8 HepodHOM KoHmekcme. Paccmampueas pa3auyHble Modeau u meopemuyeckue
OCHOB8bl, cmambsi nodvepkusaem npakmuveckue nocsedcmeus Kaaccugpukayuu
CO2/MACHbIX 8 mMAkux o06aacmsX, KAk yceoeHUue S3blkd, NAmMo/o2us pevyu Uu
KoMNnblomepHas JuHegucmuka. Pesysabmamul cnocobcmeyrom 6osaee  2ay60KoMy
NOHUMAHUI MO020, KAK co2/1acHble @GYHKYUOHUpYylom u e3aumodelicmgyiom 8
¢oHon02UHEeCKOU cucmeMme aH2AUlICKO20 A3blKa.

Kinwo4yeBble cioBa: (Coz/iacHble 38YKU AH2/ULICKO20 $13blKA, NAMO/02Usl peyu,
ycmHasi peys, aKycmuveckue Xapakmepucmuku, (@oHo/02uveckue ucca1edo8aHusl,
yesi08e4ecKasl peub.
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Annotatsiya: Ingliz undoshlarining tasnifi ingliz tilining fonetik va fonologik
tuzilishini tushunishda asosiy rol o‘ynaydi. Ushbu maqola ingliz undoshlarini turkumlash
tamoyillari va mezonlarini o‘rganib, ularning artikulyatsiyasi, ovozi va bo‘g'inlar
ichidagi funktsiyasiga e'tibor qaratadi. Undosh tovushlar artikulyatsiya joyi ob'ektivi,
artikulyatsiya usuli va ovozli tovush tebranishlarining mavjudligi yoki yo‘qligi orqali
tekshiriladi, ular birgalikda batafsil va tizimli tasniflashga yordam beradi. Tadgiqot
shuningdek, ushbu tasnifning talaffuzni o‘rgatish, fonologik ongni rivojlantirish va
mahalliy va mahalliy bo‘lmagan kontekstlarda lingvistik tahlilni qo‘llab-quvvatlashga
qanday yordam berishini korib chiqadi. Maqolada turli modellar va nazariy asoslarni
organib chiqib, til o‘zlashtirish, nutq patologiyasi va hisoblash tilshunosligi kabi
sohalarda undoshlar tasnifining amaliy ahamiyati yoritilgan. Topilmalar undosh
tovushlarning ingliz tilining fonologik tizimida qanday ishlashi va o‘zaro ta'sirini
chuqurroq tushunishga yordam beradi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Ingliz undoshlari, nutq patologiyasi, og'zaki nutq, akustik
xususiyatlar, fonologik tadgqiqotlar, inson nutqi.

INTRODUCTION

The study of consonants within the English language holds a central position in
the field of phonetics and phonology, as it directly relates to how sounds are produced,
transmitted, and interpreted.

Consonants, along with vowels, constitute the fundamental building blocks of
spoken language, enabling the formation of meaningful speech units.>? Unlike vowels,
consonants involve some degree of constriction or closure in the vocal tract, which
results in diverse sound patterns that contribute significantly to the rhythm and
intelligibility of English speech. Understanding how consonants are classified offers
not only insights into the mechanics of speech production but also provides a
framework for analyzing phonological systems across dialects and languages.

The classification of English consonants is based on several phonetic parameters
that describe their articulatory and acoustic characteristics. These parameters
typically include the place of articulation (where in the vocal tract the constriction
occurs), the manner of articulation (how the airflow is affected), and voicing (whether
the vocal cords vibrate). Each of these criteria allows linguists, educators, and
language learners to systematically analyze and compare sounds, thereby facilitating
clearer pronunciation, more accurate transcription, and more effective language
instruction. Furthermore, consonant classification serves as a foundational element in
language acquisition, speech therapy, and linguistic typology.

Main part

Language is fundamentally composed of sounds, and among these, consonants
play a vital role in shaping meaning and structure in speech. In the English language,
consonants represent a diverse group of sounds produced by obstructing the flow of

% Clark, John and Colin Yallop. An Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology. Oxford, Blackwell Publishing, 2007, pp. 45-102.
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air at various points in the vocal tract. Understanding how these sounds are formed
and categorized provides a foundation for exploring the phonological system of
English. This knowledge is particularly valuable not only for linguists but also for
educators, language learners, and speech professionals.60

Consonants differ significantly in terms of their articulatory characteristics, which
include the place and manner of articulation as well as the presence or absence of
vocal cord vibration. These features are used as the basis for classifying consonants
into systematic categories, allowing for consistent analysis and comparison. Each
consonant is produced through a unique combination of movements involving the lips,
tongue, teeth, and other speech organs, and even small variations can lead to
significant differences in pronunciation and meaning.

The classification of consonants is not only a theoretical exercise but also has
numerous practical implications. It aids in the teaching of pronunciation, supports the
development of clear speech in both native and second-language speakers, and is
crucial in the diagnosis and treatment of speech disorders. Moreover, it contributes to
the design of speech recognition technologies and enhances the understanding of
linguistic diversity across English dialects and accents.

Methods

[t is difficult, however, if not next to impossible, to classify vowels correctly from
the point of view of tenseness. The degree of tenseness may be ascertained chiefly by
comparison, while the result of comparison depends largely upon the articulation
basis of the mother-tongue of the person who makes the comparison. To a Russian, for
instance, all vowels seem tense, because Russian vowels are lax.6!

We can now formulate the general principles of vowel articulation.

1. Vowels are based on voice which is modified in the supralaryngeal cavities.

2. The muscular tension is spread over all the speech organs.

3. The air-stream passes through the supra-laryngeal cavities freely, no
narrowings being expressly formed on its way.

4. The breath force is rather weak for, it is expended when the air stream passes
through the larynx and causes the vocal cords to vibrate.

Thus, vowels have no special place of articulation; - the whole of the speech
apparatus takes part in producing them. The classification of vowels, as well as the
description of their articulation, is therefore based upon the work of all the speech
organs.

Conclusion

The systematic classification of English consonants reveals the intricate nature of
human speech and underscores the importance of phonetic analysis in understanding
language structure.

By examining consonants through the lenses of place of articulation, manner of
articulation, and voicing, scholars and learners can gain a clearer picture of how

€ Cruttenden, Alan. Gimson's Pronunciation of English. London, Routledge, 2014, pp. 35-95.
61 |_adefoged, Peter and Keith Johnson. A Course in Phonetics. Boston, Cengage Learning, 2015, pp. 61-110.
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individual sounds are produced and how they function within the broader framework
of the English sound system.

This classification not only provides theoretical insights but also serves practical
purposes in language education, phonological research, and speech therapy.62

English consonants, though limited in number, exhibit a rich variety of
articulatory features that influence meaning, rhythm, and communication efficiency.

The distinctions among plosives, fricatives, affricates, nasals, liquids, and glides
demonstrate the dynamic interplay between airflow and articulation, while voicing
adds another dimension to the phonemic contrasts present in the language.

Understanding these categories equips learners with the tools needed to master
pronunciation, recognize dialectal variation, and engage more deeply with linguistic
patterns.
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