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Annotation. This article examines the influence of socio-historical context and the 

author’s biography on the formation of Jack London’s literary works. The study focuses 

on how the social, economic, and environmental conditions of the late 19th and early 

20th centuries, particularly the Klondike Gold Rush and the period of industrialization in 

America, shaped the themes and narrative style of the author. A qualitative, literature-

based research design is employed, relying on the analysis of scholarly sources and key 

literary texts such as The Call of the Wild and White Fang. The findings reveal that 

London’s personal experiences, especially his exposure to extreme natural conditions and 

social inequality, played a decisive role in the development of central themes such as 

survival, instinct, and the conflict between nature and civilization. The study also 

highlights the role of naturalism as a dominant literary framework that reflects the 

deterministic relationship between human behavior and external forces. The results 

demonstrate that both socio-historical factors and biographical elements are essential in 

understanding the depth and meaning of Jack London’s works. This research contributes 

to literary studies by providing an integrated perspective that combines historical 

context and authorial experience, and it offers a theoretical foundation for further 

interdisciplinary research in this field. 

Keywords: biographical factors, Jack London, naturalism, socio-historical 

context, survival, thematic analysis 

Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqola Jack London asarlarining shakllanishida ijtimoiy-

tarixiy muhit va muallif biografiyasining ta’sirini tahlil qiladi. Tadqiqot XIX asr oxiri va 

XX asr boshlaridagi ijtimoiy, iqtisodiy va tabiiy sharoitlar, xususan Klondike oltin izlash 

davri hamda Amerikadagi industrializatsiya jarayoni muallifning mavzu va uslubiga 

qanday ta’sir ko‘rsatganini o‘rganadi. Tadqiqotda sifatli, adabiyotlarga asoslangan 

metod qo‘llanilib, ilmiy manbalar hamda The Call of the Wild va White Fang kabi asosiy 

badiiy asarlar tahlil qilinadi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki, Londonning shaxsiy tajribasi, 

ayniqsa og‘ir tabiiy sharoitlar va ijtimoiy tengsizlik bilan bog‘liq holatlar, uning 

asarlaridagi omon qolish, instinkt va tabiat hamda sivilizatsiya o‘rtasidagi qarama-

qarshilik kabi asosiy g‘oyalarni shakllantirishda muhim rol o‘ynagan. Shuningdek, 

tadqiqot naturalizm yo‘nalishining inson xulq-atvori va tashqi omillar o‘rtasidagi 

deterministik bog‘liqlikni aks ettiruvchi asosiy nazariy asos ekanini ta’kidlaydi. Natijalar 
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ijtimoiy-tarixiy va biografik omillarni birgalikda o‘rganish Jack London ijodining 

mazmun va mohiyatini chuqur anglashda muhim ekanini ko‘rsatadi. Ushbu tadqiqot 

adabiyotshunoslik sohasiga tarixiy kontekst va muallif tajribasini uyg‘un holda tahlil 

qiluvchi yondashuvni taklif etadi hamda kelgusidagi tadqiqotlar uchun nazariy asos 

yaratadi. 

Kalit so’zlar: biografik omillar, ijtimoiy-tarixiy muhit, Jek London, naturalizm, 

omon qolish, tematik tahlil. 

Аннотация. В данной статье рассматривается влияние социально-

исторического контекста и биографии автора на формирование литературных 

произведений Jack London. Исследование сосредоточено на том, как социальные, 

экономические и природные условия конца XIX – начала XX века, в частности 

Клондайкская золотая лихорадка и период индустриализации в США, повлияли на 

тематику и стиль автора. В работе используется качественный, основанный на 

анализе литературы метод, включающий изучение научных источников и 

ключевых художественных произведений, таких как The Call of the Wild и White 

Fang. Результаты показывают, что личный опыт Лондона, особенно его 

столкновение с экстремальными природными условиями и социальным 

неравенством, сыграл решающую роль в формировании центральных тем, таких 

как выживание, инстинкт и конфликт между природой и цивилизацией. Также в 

статье подчеркивается роль натурализма как основного литературного 

направления, отражающего детерминированную связь между поведением 

человека и внешними факторами. Полученные результаты подтверждают, что 

как социально-исторические, так и биографические факторы являются 

ключевыми для глубокого понимания творчества Jack London. Данное 

исследование вносит вклад в литературоведение, предлагая интегрированный 

подход, объединяющий исторический контекст и авторский опыт, и служит 

теоретической основой для дальнейших междисциплинарных исследований. 

Ключевые слова: биографические факторы, выживание, Джек Лондон, 

натурализм, социально-исторический контекст, тематический анализ. 

 

Introduction. Literature has always been closely connected with the historical 

period in which it is created. Writers do not produce their works in isolation; rather, 

their ideas, themes, and artistic choices are shaped by the social, economic, and 

cultural conditions surrounding them. In this sense, understanding the context in 

which a literary work emerges is essential for interpreting its deeper meaning. The 

literary works of Jack London provides a clear example of how an author’s 

environment and personal experiences influence literary creation. Living at the turn of 

the 19th and 20th centuries, Jack London witnessed a time of rapid industrial growth, 

social inequality, and intense human struggle for survival. His life was marked by 

hardship, including poverty, physical labor, and his well-known journey to the 

Klondike during the Gold Rush. These experiences were not merely episodes of his 
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biography; they became a foundation for his literary imagination. As a result, many of 

his works reflect the harsh realities of life, the power of nature, and the instinctive 

behavior of both humans and animals. 

Among his most famous works, The Call of the Wild and White Fang stand out as 

texts where the influence of real-life experience and historical context can be clearly 

observed. In these works, the natural environment is not just a background but also an 

active force that shapes characters and determines their fate. The recurring themes of 

survival, adaptation, and the conflict between civilization and the wild suggest a strong 

connection between the authors has lived experience and his creative output. 

Despite the significant number of studies devoted to Jack London’s works, many 

of them tend to focus either on thematic analysis or on biographical details separately. 

Less attention has been paid to the combined influence of socio-historical conditions 

and the author’s personal life in shaping his literary works. This gap indicates the need 

for a more integrated approach that considers both aspects simultaneously. 

Therefore, the aim of this study is to examine how socio-historical context and 

biographical factors influenced the formation of Jack London’s literary works. By 

analyzing key texts alongside historical and biographical information, the study seeks 

to provide a deeper understanding of the relationship between life experience and 

literary creation. 

 

Literature Review. The interrelation between literary works and the socio-

historical environment has been widely discussed in contemporary literary studies. 

Modern scholars argue that literary texts cannot be fully understood without 

considering the historical, cultural, and personal context of the author. In this regard, 

the творчество of Jack London is often interpreted as a reflection of the socio-

economic and environmental conditions of his time, particularly the late 19th and 

early 20th century American society (Reesman, 2009). 

Recent studies emphasize that naturalism plays a crucial role in shaping 

London’s literary worldview. Naturalistic literature highlights the deterministic 

influence of environment, heredity, and social conditions on human behavior. 

According to American literary scholar Donald Pizer, naturalism in modern literary 

criticism continues to be a significant framework for analyzing authors like Jack 

London, whose works demonstrate the struggle between human instinct and external 

forces (Pizer, 2000). This perspective is further supported by Russian scholars who 

note that naturalistic tendencies in literature reveal the dependence of individuals on 

harsh environmental and social realities (Соболева, 2020). 

Biographical approaches to literary analysis have also gained importance in 

recent decades. Researchers argue that an author’s personal experiences directly 

influence thematic development and narrative style. In the case of Jack London, his 

participation in the Klondike Gold Rush is considered a defining moment that shaped 

his literary imagination. Scholars highlight that the extreme conditions he faced—such 
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as cold, hunger, and isolation—are vividly reflected in works like The Call of the Wild 

and White Fang (Labor, 2001; Reesman, 2009). 

In addition, socio-economic transformations of the period, particularly 

industrialization and class inequality, have been identified as key influences on 

London’s writing. Contemporary research suggests that his works reflect the tension 

between civilization and the primitive world, as well as the impact of capitalism on 

individual existence. Uzbek scholars have also begun to explore these aspects, 

emphasizing the importance of contextual and comparative literary analysis in 

understanding Western authors within global literary discourse (Qurbonova, 2026; 

Rajapova, 2025). 

Furthermore, interdisciplinary approaches combining literary studies with 

sociological and cultural analysis have become increasingly popular. These approaches 

allow for a more comprehensive understanding of how historical context and personal 

experience interact in the creation of literary texts. According to recent research, the 

concept of “survival” and the idea of “the struggle for existence” remain central themes 

in London’s works and are directly linked to both his life experiences and the broader 

ideological climate of his time (Can-Daşkın & Hatipoğlu, 2019). 

Despite the growing body of research, there is still a lack of integrated studies 

that simultaneously examine socio-historical context and biographical factors in 

shaping literary works. Most existing studies tend to focus either on thematic analysis 

or on the author’s life separately. Therefore, this study aims to provide a 

comprehensive analysis that bridges this gap by examining how both historical 

conditions and personal experiences contributed to the formation of Jack London’s 

literary works. 

 

Methodology. This study is based on a qualitative approach, as it aims to 

understand how historical conditions and personal experience are reflected in literary 

works rather than to measure them statistically. The research relies mainly on a 

literature-based design, using both primary and secondary sources related to Jack 

London. 

The primary sources of the study include well-known works such as The Call of 

the Wild and White Fang, which are examined to identify recurring themes and 

narrative patterns. These texts are read carefully with attention to how elements like 

environment, character behavior, and conflict are presented. In addition, secondary 

sources such as scholarly articles, critical essays, and biographical studies are used to 

provide background information about the author’s life and the historical period in 

which he lived. 

The data collection process involves selecting relevant materials from academic 

platforms such as Google Scholar, ResearchGate, and other reliable online publications. 

Keywords like “Jack London biography,” “naturalism in literature,” “Klondike Gold 

Rush,” and “socio-historical context in literary analysis” are used to find appropriate 
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sources. Only materials that are closely related to the topic and published in recent 

decades are considered. 

For data analysis, the study applies qualitative content analysis along with a 

biographical approach. This means that the texts are interpreted by linking the events 

and themes in the works to the author’s real-life experiences and the broader 

historical context. Special attention is given to themes such as survival, instinct, and 

the relationship between humans and nature, as these appear consistently across 

London’s works. 

Although this research does not involve fieldwork or surveys, it offers a detailed 

understanding of how literary meaning can be shaped by external factors. By 

combining textual analysis with historical and biographical information, the study 

provides a more complete view of how the literary works of Jack London were formed. 

 

Results. The findings of this study show that the literary works of Jack London 

are strongly influenced by both socio-historical conditions and the author’s personal 

experiences. One of the most prominent results is the recurring theme of survival, 

which appears as a central element across the analyzed texts. This theme is 

consistently connected with harsh environmental conditions, where characters are 

required to rely on instinct and physical strength rather than social norms. 

The analysis of The Call of the Wild demonstrates that the natural environment 

plays an active role in shaping the behavior of the main character. Similarly, in White 

Fang, the development of the character is closely related to the surrounding conditions 

and human interaction. In both works, nature is presented not as a passive setting, but 

as a powerful force that determines actions and outcomes. 

Another significant result is the presence of the conflict between civilization and 

the wild. The study reveals that this conflict is represented in a complex way, where 

neither side is shown as completely dominant. Instead, the works illustrate a 

continuous tension between structured social life and instinct-driven existence. 

In addition, the findings indicate that elements of naturalism are clearly visible 

in the narrative structure. Characters are influenced by external forces such as 

environment, social conditions, and instinctive behavior. At the same time, traces of 

the author’s biography can be identified through realistic descriptions and recurring 

situations that reflect personal experience. 

 

Discussion. The results suggest that it is not possible to fully understand the 

literary works of Jack London without considering the context in which they were 

created. The strong presence of survival as a theme can be linked to the historical 

realities of the Klondike Gold Rush, where extreme conditions required individuals to 

depend on their physical and mental endurance. This connection supports the idea 

that literature often reflects lived experience rather than purely imaginative creation. 
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The conflict between civilization and the wild can also be interpreted in relation 

to the rapid industrialization of the period. As society became more structured and 

controlled, London’s works appear to question whether civilization truly improves 

human life or distances individuals from their natural instincts. This tension adds 

depth to the interpretation of his works and highlights the complexity of his 

perspective. 

Furthermore, the influence of naturalism suggests that human behavior is 

shaped by forces beyond individual control. However, the analysis also shows that 

London does not present his characters as completely determined by these forces. 

Instead, there are moments where adaptation and choice play an important role, 

which adds a more balanced view to his literary approach. 

Overall, the discussion confirms that both socio-historical context and 

biographical factors work together in shaping the themes and meanings of Jack 

London’s works. By examining these elements together, the study provides a more 

complete understanding of how literary texts are formed and how they reflect the 

realities of their time. 

 

Conclusion and Implications. This study has shown that the literary works of 

Jack London cannot be fully understood without considering the socio-historical 

context and the author’s personal experiences. The analysis confirms that the themes 

of survival, instinct, and the conflict between nature and civilization are not 

случайные elements, but are closely connected to the conditions in which the author 

lived. The period of the Klondike Gold Rush, as well as the broader process of 

industrialization, played a significant role in shaping both the content and the style of 

his works. 

The findings also demonstrate that biographical factors are deeply embedded in 

London’s writing. His direct experiences with hardship, labor, and extreme 

environments contributed to the realism and intensity of his narratives. At the same 

time, the influence of naturalism highlights how external forces such as environment 

and social conditions affect human behavior. However, the study also suggests that his 

works allow space for adaptation and individual response, which adds complexity to 

their interpretation. 

From a theoretical perspective, this research supports the idea that literary 

texts should be analyzed through an integrated approach that combines historical, 

social, and biographical dimensions. Focusing on only one aspect may lead to a limited 

understanding of the work. Therefore, this study contributes to literary analysis by 

emphasizing the importance of contextual interpretation. 

In terms of implications, the results of this study can be useful for students, 

researchers, and educators in the field of literature. For students, it provides a clearer 

framework for analyzing literary texts beyond surface-level themes. For researchers, it 

highlights the need for further interdisciplinary studies that connect literature with 
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history and sociology. For educators, especially in EFL contexts, London’s works can be 

used not only to teach language, but also to develop critical thinking through 

discussions of context, human behavior, and cultural values. 

Finally, future research could expand this approach by including a wider range 

of works or by comparing Jack London with other writers of the same period. Such 

studies would deepen our understanding of how literature reflects and responds to the 

realities of its time. 
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