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Abstract

This paper explores the importance of developing integrated language skills in
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learners of English for Specific Purposes (ESP). It emphasizes the need to unify DO; > 5
hstening, reading, writing, and speaking skills in professional contexts, where ’ //“@\ g&y;
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communicative competence is essential. The theoretical foundations of 1ntegrated skills 7, i@% %
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\ Ay proficiency in the language has become a prerequisite for professional success. Within 7
) >><~> /¢ this context, English for Specific Purposes (ESP) has emerged as a significant branch of ) C
apphed hngulstlcs aimed at equipping learners with the language skills directly related -

>> < single skill. For example, a med1cal student may need to read research articles, listen to )
(AN lectures, present findings orally, and write reports all of which demand 1ntegrated
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_4/ language use. Hence, developing integrated skills has become a pedagogical priority in

_ﬁ\i This paper aims to analyze the theoretical foundations of integrated skills ;
) P
— ﬁr\;\\ instruction, explore its relevance for ESP, discuss effective teaching methodologies, and

>
A provide practical recommendations for language pedagogy in higher education.
Integrated skills instruction refers to the simultaneous development of multlple

7 f//, language skills in a cohesive manner. Richards and Rodgers note that communicative
- /
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¢ competence cannot be achieved through discrete skill training; instead, learners must

engage in holistic language tasks that reflect authentic communication.

The integrated approach aligns with several established pedagogical frameworks:

D)

- functional language use.
» Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT): promotes meaningful tasks that require
r learners to utilize multiple skills simultaneously.

e Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL): connects subject matter

content with language learning, which is particularly relevant in ESP.
Relevance to ESP

ESP learners require language not as an abstract system, but as a tool for
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17 professional purposes. Hutchinson and Waters argue that ESP instruction must address @5&7

. o0 the “why” behind language learning linking linguistic knowledge to learners’ ;Q EE% 00<<(
N occupational and academic needs. Integrated skills instruction meets this requirement 2 gf‘) =X
by embedding language skills within authentic professional tasks. Q@i\ Qn@;\
Teaching Approaches & O\”:

1. Project-Based Learning (PBL): $

;% Learners work collaboratively on professional projects, such as preparing a research @g
_, poster, drafting business proposals, or developing technical presentations. PBL %&
. naturally integrates reading, writing, speaking, and listening. >O§)§ IE
2. Case Studies: . AN

b

Real-world case scenarios allow learners to analyze problems, discuss solutions, and

9 %present findings. For example, medical students may role-play doctor—patient
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interactions, while law students debate legal cases. 7

) >>\;3 ? 3. Authentic Materials: >

% podcasts ensures that learners engage with real language in context. These materials

A% stimulate integrated practice, as learners read, listen, summarize, and discuss content.
Al s,

4. Blended Learning and Technology: >

N Digital platforms support integrated practice by combining multimedia resources, online

© discussions, and collaborative writing tasks. For instance, students can listen to recorded ;‘

lectures, summarize key points, and then debate them in online forums.
Assessment of Integrated Skills

Assessment in ESP should reflect integrated performance rather than isolated

;\UO
)Oo

i« competencies. Effective strategies include:
e Oral presentations followed by written reports.

e Listening to professional talks and writing summaries.
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e Reading  technical documents and discussing them in seminars.
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Such assessments mirror real professional demands and encourage learners to transfer
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skills across modalities.
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Practical Implications and Research Findings

N
A

52 A small-scale survey conducted among 120 ESP students in engineering and
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instruction enhanced learners’” confidence and improved their professional

(C communication skills Db?
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Conclusion

Integrated skills development is indispensable in the teaching of English for

e

i\;: Specific Purposes. Unlike general English instruction, ESP requires learners to apply )/O_]

NQ language holistically in professional tasks. Integrating reading, writing, listening, and @?
4 >\:’ é speaking prepares learners for authentic workplace communication and enhances their A &)
¢ overall communicative competence.

The paper concludes that project-based learning, case studies, authentic materials,
77 and blended learning approaches provide effective frameworks for integrated skills

instruction. Moreover, assessment should reflect the integrative nature of language use

in professional settings.
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) >>“1;3\<( As ESP continues to evolve, integrated pedagogy will remain essential to bridging
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(&, _the gap between classroom instruction and workplace communication. &
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